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Anaesthesia and Intensive Care, Vol. 36, No. 6, November 2008 Anesthesiology is a single-volume work which is divided into nine colour-coded sections. Despite its size (which is about as large as can be comfortably managed), it is easy to negotiate the 98 chapters and the layout is clear and concise. It is highly readable; key clinical points are highlighted throughout and there are an abundance of high quality colour illustrations. There is an accompanying CD that contains all of the illustrations in the book, which can be copied into Word or Powerpoint documents (although for Mac users this will open in OS 10.4 but not 10.5).
Fortunately, the depth and breadth of Anesthesiology are matched by its contents. About two-thirds of the book is devoted to the core subjects of preoperative assessment, monitoring and regional and general anaesthesia for specific conditions. The remaining third covers a very diverse range of topics. Fifteen chapters are devoted to the management of the critically ill patient and four are devoted to chronic pain. While the section on practice management was more applicable to the North American readership, the coverage of other practice issues such as quality assurance, management of fatigue and substance abuse among anaesthesia providers was of universal relevance.
Anesthesiology is about a third smaller than Miller's Anesthesia (which is about the same price). While Miller aims to be more comprehensive, the practical, clinical focus of Anesthesiology will appeal to all levels of practising anaesthetists. In addition, the success of this book in encompassing the broad scope of modern anaesthesia helps to ensure the continued relevance of this type of publication.
P . This book resulted from the author's own preparation for the United States Board Exams and progressed to become a multi-authored textbook now in its second edition. It is primarily aimed at trainees and follows a question and answer format. The author and 13 contributors come from Houston, Texas and accordingly answers have a very regional approach that may not consistently represent that of Australasia and Europe.
This paperback book is arranged in 12 chapters of questions, followed by 12 chapters of suggested answers, along with references and some sample cases. The chapter topics include general aspects of anaesthesia, physiology of anaesthesia, pharmacology of anaesthesia, respiratory anaesthesia, cardiac anaesthesia, neuroanaesthesia, obstetric anaesthesia, paediatric anaesthesia, speciality anaesthesia, regional anaesthesia, pain management and other considerations. The questions are a mixture of FANZCA part 1 and 2 topics and are useful in integrating basic science and clinical management. By the nature of the book, the scope is not comprehensive and relies on a sound basic knowledge. Suggested textbook references are given in each chapter. The format is large A4 size, with large easy-to-read font, bolded key points and ample space to write additional notes. Those who like tables, schematics or diagrams will be disappointedthere are few! It may be that this lack of variety in presentation style detracts from the overall usefulness of such a book. The content lies between 'lecture note' type handbooks and formal textbooks -as such it has limited appeal for individual clinicians. In addition the lack of SI units, North American slant on drugs and specific techniques does make it less than ideal for an audience 'South of the Border' or even ' Across the pond!'
There are many instances of didactic statements that indicate clinical and management approaches different from Australasian practice. "Dopamine is the drug of choice in managing shock in the surgical intensive care unit", there is no mention of magnesium for management of phaechromocytoma surgery and barbiturates continue to be mentioned as part of premedication practice.
Despite these reservations, this publication may be a useful adjunct to departmental libraries as it does provide an alternative source of topics for FANZCA candidates and trial examiners, although candidates need to be aware of regional differences in management and the limitations of the United States approach to many topics.
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